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The discourse of the Emperor was listened to with
the greatest attention and in perfect silence; it was
easy to see that it produced a good impression upon
the deputies. Inasmuch as, in the majority of the Czar's
preceding addresses and in the acts recently promulgated
by the Government, all mention of a constitution or
of any limitation whatsoever of sovereign rights had
been carefully avoided, it might well have been feared
that the Emperor would profit by this occasion to pro-
claim once more the autocratic character of his power,
so one may judge of the agreeable surprise with which
the deputies listened to the following passage of the
Imperial discourse :

" For my part, I will protect in an inflexible manner
the institutions which I have granted, for I am firmly
convinced that you will employ all your forces to serve
the fatherland with devotion, so as to give satisfaction
to the needs of the peasants, so dear to my heart, and
to promote the education of the people and the develop-
ment of their prosperity, remembering always that
the true prosperity of a State requires not liberty alone,
but also order, based upon the principles of the Con-

stitution"

The prudent warning conveyed in these kst words,
particularly emphasized by the Emperor, did not
prevent the deputies from appreciating the fact that the
word " Constitution " had been heard for the first time
from the lips of the sovereign. In spite of the good
impression produced by the address, it was not greeted
with any applause at the close, but this could easily
be explained by the restraint to which the deputies
were subjected by an atmosphere and surroundings that